December 13, 2012 KMAC Meeting
Present: Michael Rosenberg, Christina Enrietti-Zoppa, Su Alexanian, Zenon Mandzuik, David Perlman, Venetia Butler.
Minutes from Nov 22, 2012.

Of Note: 

Michael Rosenberg wants the October meeting minutes to reflect the fact that the June meeting minutes were passed with 2 amendments. Su moved and Zenon seconded that we approve minutes of June’s meeting with the following change:

“that we passed 2 amendments to the May meeting minutes”. Passed
The meeting started at 7:30pm.

Michael moves that we approve the October meeting minutes with the amendment. Seconded by Su. Passed.

Approval of November meeting minutes moved to the end of the meeting

1

Date for the next meeting will be January 10th
2

Red Pepper update. The route is being changed to move the parade through Augusta, Baldwin and Kensington before moving toward Alexander Park.

It would be interesting to figure out how much the businesses have contributed to the Festival of Lights over the years.

It was suggested that we ask future developers for cultural contributions for community events like the Festival of Lights.

3

Tribute has taken over the site where the Zen Buddhist Temple used to be. A lively discussion ensured…

October 11, this year they got approvals and have begun demolition.

393 University is the sales site for the project and they have announced they are putting in a Loblaws on the 2nd floor.

They haven’t yet started selling the units.  It was suggested that we might be able to sway the developers into changing their minds about putting in a grocery store. There was discussion around how a large grocery on College Street could adversely effect the food stores of Kensington Market.

The BIA is not allowed to go against the approval of anything passed by city council.

KMAC could draft a press release with our concerns regarding the proposal.

David has worked hundreds of hours on the old Kroemer site redevelopment. 

Perhaps we should focus our efforts collectively around developments in and around Kensington. Let’s get information from King Street West. 

The Market is being destabilized by developments in and around our borders. Perhaps we can rally around an idea to help the community around Kensington to understand that if we get Loblaws/Walmart, we could become like a King West full of bars and restaurants. Perhaps we could get a moratorium on liquor licenses.

Kensington is only protected by one line in the city plan saying “low scale development” and we could become like other neighbourhoods with higher buildings. 

We need a media buzz and some social media… 

This is about creating a development philosophy, the big picture of development that affects all of us.

We need to stir the emotions of both the residents and the businesses. 

Can we get our city councilor to help us?

Let’s start a petition around the area. Perhaps an information notice to everyone in the market translated into different languages.

Perhaps we need a meeting to produce a small newsletter with a date for a community meeting.

Perhaps we change our January meeting to the amenities space and pull together a notice and gather groups to help promote our meeting into a community discussion around new developments just outside of Kensington Market.

“at our meeting last night the directors were confirming that the request be taken quickly”

Is Kensington under siege?

Walmart?

Loblaws?

Alexander Park?

The following organizations request your presence at a community meeting. KMAC reiterated alarm about the developments around the peripheral of the Market.

Can we pull together community groups to organize coming to our next meeting? Venetia volunteered to work on putting this meeting together.

David

Historical Website Project

U of T students want to help the Kensington Historical Society create a section of the KMAC website devoted to our history. They want to link our various groups within the market. 

They are focused on an older history. There need to be checks and balances.

KMAC supports the idea of the society being the leader of this project but wants to encourage this new historical society to be in consultation with KMAC. 

Directory Board Update

Let’s do some improvements soon knowing that things will be monitored and updated and tweaked continually.

Meeting Adjourned

Christine moves to adjourn the meeting and Martin seconds. passed.

